PEACE

John Paul
Speaks

Notable quotations from Pope John Paul Il and
official teachings of the Roman Catholic Church

“PEACE ISALWAY SPOSSIBLE!”

Peaceisalwayspossible! Itisawaysnecessary to cooperatein order to uproot from
cultureandlifetheseedsof resentment and misunderstanding, aswel | asthedesiretodominate,
thearroganceof one’ sowninterestsand contempt for theidentity of others.

“CONFLICTISNEVERINEVITABLE!"

Conflictisneverinevitable! Andreligionshavethespecial task of remindingall menand
womentobeawareof thisfact, whichisbothagift of Godandtheexperienceof many centuries
of history.

PEACEANDRECONCILIATION

Itiswhat | havecalledthe” spiritof Assis” . Ourworldneedsthevivifying convictionsand
behavior that thisspirit givesto consolidatepeace, strengthentheinternationa ingtitutionsand
fosterreconciliation.

THE"“SPIRIT OFASSI SI”

The" spiritof Assis” encouragesrdigionstomaketheir contributiontothenew humanism
that thecontemporary world so badly needs.

“THEWORLD NEEDSPEACE”

Theworld needspeace. Every day inthenewstherearereportsof violence, terrorist
attacks, military operations. Couldit bethat theworldisgiving upall hopeof achieving peace?
Attimesonegetstheimpress onthereisagradua inurement totheuseof violenceandthespilling
of innocent blood.

JESUSISOUR PEACE

Beforethesedisturbingfacts, | bendthoughtfully over theScriptures; intheml find Jesus
comfortingwords: “ Peacel leavewithyou; My peacel givetoyou. Let not your heartsbe
troubled, neither letthembeafraid” (Jn 14:27). ThesewordskindlehopeinusChristianswho
believeinHim, “for Heisour peace”’ (Eph2:14).

“PERSEVEREINDIALOGUE”

| ... ask you not to giveinto thelogic of violence, hatred and revenge, but rather to
persevereindiaogue.

“THEDEADLY CHAIN"

Wemust break thedeadly chainthat hol dscaptivetoo many partsof our planet, staining
themwithblood. Believersof al religionscandomuchtoachievethisgoal.

“COURAGEISNEEDED”

Wemust not | et oursel vesbeovercomeby fear that leadstowithdrawal into self andto
strengtheningthesal fishnessof individua sand groups. Couragei sneededtoglobaizesolidarity
and peace.

WAR |ISALWAY SADEFEAT

War must alwaysbeconsidered adefeat: adefeat of reason and of humanity.
(Source: Messageto Meeting of “Peoplesand Religions’, dated September 3, 2004)
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