THE MEDIAAND THE FAMILY

John Paul
Speaks

Notable quotations from Pope John Paul Il and
official teachings of the Roman Catholic Church

“EXCEPTIONAL OPPORTUNITIES’

Theextraordinary growthof thecommunicationsmediaandthe rincreasedavail ability has
brought exceptional opportunitiesfor enrichingthelivesnot only of individual sbut al so of
families. Atthesametime, familiestoday facenew challengesarisingfromthevariedand often
contradictory messagespresented by themassmedia.

“WISDOM AND DISCERNMENT”

Wisdomanddiscernmentintheuseof themassmediaareparticularly calledfor onthepart
of communicationsprofessional's, parentsand educators, for their decisionsgreatly affect
childrenandyoung peoplefor whomthey areresponsible, andwhoareultimately thefutureof

sodiety.

“UNPRECEDENTED EXPANSION”

Thankstotheunprecedented expans onof thecommuni cationsmarket inrecent decades,
many familiesthroughout theworld... now haveaccessintheir homestoimmenseandvaried
communi cationsresources. Asaresult, they enjoy virtualy unlimited opportunitiesforinforma-
tion, education, cultural expansi on, andevenspiritual growth—opportunitiesthat far exceed
thoseavailabletomostfamiliesinearliertimes.

“GRAVEHARM”

Y et thesesamemediaal so havethecapacity todograveharmtofamiliesby presenting
aninadequateor evendeformed outlook onlife, onthefamily, onreligionandonmorality.

“ELIMINATINGTHERISKS’

Conscientiousreflectionontheethical dimensionof communicationsshouldissuein
practical initiativesaimedat eliminating theriskstothewel | -being of thefamily posed by the
mediaand ensuring that these powerful instrumentsof communicationwill remaingenuine
sourcesof enrichment. A specia responsibility inthisregardlieswith communicatorsthem-
selves, with publicauthorities, andwith parents.

“THESTAKESAREHIGH”

Itisnot soeasy toresist commercial pressuresor thedemandsof conformity to secular
ideol ogies, but that i swhat responsi blecommuni catorsmust do. Thestakesarehigh, sinceevery
attack onthefundamental val ueof thefamily isanattack onthetruegood of humanity.

“GREATLY ENRICHED”

Parents, astheprimary and mostimportant educatorsof their children, areal sothefirst
toteachthemaboutthemedia. They arecalledtotraintheir offspringinthe® moderate, critical
watchful and prudent useof themedia’ inthehome (FamiliarisConsortio, 76). When parents
dothisconsistently andwell, family lifeisgreatly enriched.

“REGULATETHEUSE OFMEDIA”

Parentsal so needtoregul atetheuseof mediainthehome. Thiswouldincludeplanning
andschedulingmediause, strictly limitingthetimechildrendevotetomedia, makingentertain-
mentafamily experience, puttingsomemediaentirely off limitsand periodically excludingall of
themfor thesakeof other family activities.

(Source: Messagefor World Communi cationsDay, i ssued January 24, 2004)
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