MISSIONAND FORGIVENESS

John Paul
Speaks

Notable quotations from Pope John Paul Il and
official teachings of the Roman Catholic Church

FORGIVETHEGREATEST OFFENSES
Theevangelizing missionof theChurchisessentially theannouncement of God'’ slove,
mercy, andforgivenessreveal edto mankindthroughthelife, death and resurrection of Jesus
Christour Lord. Itistheproclamationof thegood newsthat Godlovesusandwantsall people
unitedinHislovingmercy, Heforgivesusand asksustoforgiveothersevenfor thegreatest
offenses,

ONLY GOD’SHEALINGLOVE

Only God' slove, abletomakebrothersandsistersof peopleof al racesand cultures, can
heal thepainful divisions, ideol ogical conflict, economicunbalanceandviolencewhichstill
oppresseshumanity.

L ESSONSFROM THE CROSS

Contemplating the Crosswe learn to live with humility and forgiveness, peace and
communion.

“THEFULL REALIZATIONOFLOVE”

FromthecrossJesusshowstheconditionswhichenableustoforgive. Tothehatredwith
whichHispersecutorsnailled Himtothecross, Herespondswithaprayer for them. Henot only
forgivesthem, Hecontinuestolovethem, towanttheir goodandtointercedefor them. Hisdeath
becomesthefull realizationof Love.

“NEWJUSTICE”

Thetotal forgivenessof Christ ...isthebeginningof thenew justiceof thekingdomof God
foreveryone.

“DIALOGUE”

Themainroadof missionissincerediaogue...“ Did ogue... speaksto otherswithrespect
andunderstanding, stating theprinciplesinwhichwebedieveand proclaimingwithlovethemost
profoundtruthsof thefaithwhicharejoy, hope, andmeaningof life...” (Redemptorismissio,
n. 56).

FORGIVENESSOPENSHEARTS

Thisdiaogueislinked closaly withreadinesstoforgive, becauseapersonwhoforgives
openstheheartsof othersandlearnstoloveand understand othersenteringinto harmony with
them.

CHALLENGING,OPENING, ANDHEALINGHEARTS

Theact of pardoning, after theexampl eof Jesus, challengesand openshearts, heal sthe
woundsof sinanddivisionand createsreal communion.

(Source: Messagefor WorldMission Sunday, October 20, 2002, issued May 19, 2002,
the Solemnity of Pentecost)
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