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Notable guotations from Pope John Paul |1 and
official teachings of the Roman Catholic Church

THE POPE’STASK FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
Thetruefruitsof the Y outh Jubilee can never be calculated by Statistics, but only inworks
of love and judtice, and in everyday faithfulness, so invauable, yet 0 often unseen. | have
entrusted to you, dear young people, ... thetask of offering theworld thiscons stent evangdica
witness.

CONDITIONSFOR FOLLOWING JESUS
| invite you to reflect on the conditions that Jesus asked of those who wanted to be His
disciples “ If anyonewishesto come after Me,” Hesaid, “ he must deny himself and take
up his cross daily and follow Me” (Lk 9:23).

LOVE AND SACRIFICE
Jesus... carried out Hismission of salvationfor dl thosewho beieveinHimand loveHim,
notinword, butindeed. Loveistheconditionfor following Him, butitissacrificethat isthe proof
of that love...

“LIFEINITSFULLNESS

Jesusdoesnot ask usto giveup living, but to accept anewnessand fullness of lifethat only
Hecangive.. Lifeinitsfullnessisonly livedin sdf-giving, andthat isthefruit of thegraceof Christ:
an exigence that isfree and in communion with God and neighbor...

“THE HIGHEST VALUE”

If toliveasafollower of theLord becomesthehighest vaue, then dl other vduesaregiven
their rightful rank and importance. Whoever depends solely on worldly goods will end up by
losing, even though there might seem to be an appearance of success... The choiceis between
being and having, between afull life and an empty existence, between truth and fasehood.

“THE GREATEST PROOF OF LOVFE”

It is not suffering for its own sake that a Christian seeks, but love. When the cross is
embraced it becomesasign of love and of tota salf-giving. To carry it behind Christ meansto
be united with Him in offering the greatest proof of love.

CHOOSE TO FOLLOW JESUS

The human being has adeep-rooted tendency to “think only of saf”, to regard one sown
person as the center of interest and to see onesdlf as the stlandard againgt which to gauge
everything. Onewho choosesto follow Chrigt ... avoids being wrapped up in himsalf and does
not evauate things according to sdif interest.

THE “WAY OF LIFE” VS. THE “WAY OF DEATH"

The* way of life” ... iscongtantly being threatened by the” way of death.” Snisthisway
that separates a person from God and neighbor and brings about divison and undermines
society from within.

NO FEAR

The* way of life” isthe way that does not feer failure, difficulties, isolation, loneliness,
because it fills our hearts with the presence of Jesus.

“HOPE AND ENTHUSIASM”

Do not be afraid to walk the way first trodden by the Lord. With your youthfulness, put
your mark of hope and enthusiaam, ... on the third millennium that isjust beginning.

(Source: Message for World Y outh Day, issued February 14, 2001)
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