JESUS, THE SPIRIT,AND FREEDOM

John Paul
Speaks

Notable quotations from Pope John Paul Il and
official teachings of the Roman Catholic Church

THE SOURCE OF TRUEFREEDOM

TheHoly Spirit, Who “ searchesthe depths of God” , isat the sametimethelight that
illuminesman’ sconscienceandthesourceof histruefreedom.

“FULL FREEDOM”

Inthesanctuary of hisconscience, man’ smost secret core, God makesHisvoiceheard
andHislawknown... By followingthislawinthelight and power of theHoly Spirit, manachieves
hisfull freedom.

THETRUTHWILLMAKEYOUFREE

AdheringtoGod' splanfor manrevealedin Christ Jesusandfulfillingitinone’ sownlife
meansdi scoveringtheauthenticvocation of humanfreedom, asJesuspromised Hisdisciples:
“I1f you continueinMy word, youaretruly My disciples, andyouwill know thetruth, andthe
truthwill makeyoufree” (Jn8:31-32).

HOLDINGFAST TOJESUS

Itisnotonly aquestionof listeningtoamessageand obedi ently acceptingacommandment.
“Moreradically, itinvolvesholdingfasttothevery personof Jesus, partakingof HislifeandHis
destiny, sharinginHisfreeandlovingobediencetothewill of theFather” (Veritatissplendor,
n. 19).

JESUSFREES

By fully complyingwiththeFather’ swill,“thecrucified Christ reved stheauthenticmeaning
of freedom...” Indeed, withtheabsol utefreedom of HisloveHeforever redeemsmanwho, by
abusing hisfreedom, had turned away from God; Hefreesmanfromthed avery of snand, by
grantinghimashareinHisSpirit, giveshimthegift of authenticfreedom(cf. Rom8:2; Gal 5:1,
13).

“THEHIGHEST EXPRESSION OFFREEDOM”

By livinginChristthroughfaithandthesacraments, theChristiana so* freely commitshis
entireself” toGodtheFather... Theact of faith by whichhemakesaresponsibledecisionfor
God, believesinHisloverevealedinthecrucified and risen Christ, and abandons himsel f
responsibly totheinfluenceof theHoly Spirit...isthehighest expressionof freedom.

ADVANCINGONTHEPATH OFFREEDOM

ByjoyfullyfulfillingtheFather’ swill inevery circumstancedf life, ...theChristianadvances
onthepath of authenti cfreedomand|ookswithhopetothetimewhenhewill enter intothe*full
life’ of theheavenly homeland.

“SPIRITUAL FREEDOM™

“By theworking of grace”,, the Catechismof the Catholic Churchteaches, “theHoly
Spiriteducatesusinspiritual freedominorder tomakeusfreecollaboratorsinHiswork inthe
Churchandintheworld” (CCC, n. 1742).

(Source: General Audience, September 2, 1998)
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