THE HOLY SPIRIT AND VOCATIONS

John Paul
Speaks

Notable quotations from Pope John Paul Il and
official teachings of the Roman Catholic Church

“EXTRAORDINARY GREATNESS’
IntheChurch, withBaptism, every Christianbeginstoliveunder “ thelaw of the Spirit of
lifeinChrist Jesus’ (Rm8:2) and, under theguidanceof the Spirit, heentersintodialoguewith
Godand hisbrothersand sistersand knowstheextraordinary greatnessof hisownvocation.

“APROJECT OF LOVEAND GRACE"

TheHoly Spirit...writesintotheheart andlifeof every baptized personaproject of love
andgrace, whichistheonly way togivefull meaningtoexistence, openingtheway tothefreedom
of thechildrenof Godandenablingtheoffering of one’ spersona andirrepl aceabl econtribution
totheprogressof humanity onthepath of justiceandtruth.

“THEGREAT QUESTIONSOFTHEHEART”

TheSpiritdoesnot only hel pto placeoneself sincerely beforethegreat questionsof the
heart—Wheredol comefrom?Wheream| going?Whoam|?What isthepurposeof life?How
should| spend my time?—but opensup the prospect of courageousresponses.

“ANEW CULTURE OFVOCATIONS’

Thediscovery that eachmanandwomanhashisownplaceinGod' sheartandinthehistory
of humanity constitutesthepoint of departurefor anew cultureof vocations.

“GENERATENEWVOCATIONS’
Itispossibletogeneratenew vocationsinthe Spirit whenthe Christiancommunity lives
inanattitudeof tota fiddlity toitsL ord. That presupposesanintensiveclimateof faithandprayer,
agenerouswitness of communion and esteem in theface of the many giftsof the Spirit, a

missionary passionwhich, conquering easy andillusory selfishness, encouragesthetota giftof
self for thesakeof thekingdom of God.

“EVENMORENECESSARY TODAY”

Whilethey arenecessary inevery age, thesevocations| priesthood and consecratedlife]
areevenmorenecessary today, inaworld marked by great contradi ctionsand thetemptation
torelegate Godtothemarginsinthefundamental choicesof life.

PRAYERANDRESPONSIBILITY

My wishisthat...theWorld Day of Prayer for VVocations[May 3, 1998] will raiseupin
theheartsof thefaithful amoreintenseprayer to obtain new vocationsto the priesthood and
consecratedlifeandreawakentheresponsibility of al, especialy parentsandthosewhoeducate
inthefaith, topromotevocations.

“THEGIFT OFMANY,HOLY VOCATIONS’

Thisyear, too, wewishtoturnwithtrust totheHoly Spirit, that Hemay obtainfor the
Churchof today thegift of many, holy vocations.

(Source: Messagefor World Day of Prayer for VV ocations, i ssued September 24, 1997)
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