1998 WORLD YOUTH DAY

John Paul
Speaks

Notable quotations from Pope John Paul Il and
official teachings of the Roman Catholic Church

THE POPE COUNTSONYOU

ThePopethinksabout youandlovesyou; hereachesout toyoudaily withaffectionate
thoughtsand accompaniesyouwith prayer; hetrustsyouand countsonyou, onyour Christian
commitment andonyour collaborationinthe Gospel cause.

LOOKTOTHEHOLY SPIRIT
| inviteyou, incommunionwiththewholeChurch, tolook tothe Spirit of theL ord, Who
renewsthefaceof theearth (cf. Ps104[103]:30).

THEHOLY SPIRIT,YOURTEACHER

ForthenextWorld[Y outh] Day [April 5,1998] | consider itfittingtosuggest thesewords
of Jesusforyour reflectionandprayer: “ TheHoly Spiritwill teachyoual things’ (cf. Jn 14:26).

RELIVETHEMYSTERY OFPENTECOST
ItisimportanttogoinspirittotheUpper Room, torelivethemystery of Pentecost (cf. Acts
2:1-11) andto*let [oursel ves] betaught” by God’ sSpirit, docilely andhumbly enrollinginHis
school, soastoacquirethat “ wisdomof heart” (Ps90[89]:12) which sustainsand nourishes
ourlife.

CONFIRMEDBY THESPIRIT

Themystery of Pentecost, asagift of theSpirittoeachone, ismadepresentinaprivileged
waly by Confirmation, whichisthesacrament of Christiangrowthand spiritual maturity.

ENCOUNTERWITHCHRIST
By participating actively and generously in thelife of the parishes, movementsand
associations, youareexperiencing how thecharismsof the Spirit hel pyoutoencounter Christ,
toincreaseyour familiarity withHimandtoachieveand enjoy ecclesial communion.

“BEREADY TOANSWERTHE LORD”
Itis...indispensablefor each oneto seek and torecognizeday after day thelong pathon
whichtheLordisleading himto hispersona encounter with Him. Dear friends, question
yourselvesseriously about your vocationand beready toanswer theL ord Whoiscal lingyou
totaketheplaceHehaspreparedfor youfrometernity.

GENUINEFAMILIARITYWITHTHELORD

Familiarity withtheL ord, whenitisgenuine, necessarily leadsustothink, chooseandact
asChristthought, choseand acted, putting ourselvesat Hisdisposal inorder tocontinueHis
savingwork.

(Source: Messagefor 1998 WorldY outh Day, issued November 30, 1997)
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