PRAY AND WORK FOR PEACE

Pope Francis,
Shegpherd of Truth

Notable quotations from Pope Francis and official teachings
of the Roman Catholic Church

“THE CRY FOR PEACE!”

Today ... Iwishtoadd my voice to the cry whichrises up with increasing anguish fromevery
partofthe world, from every people, from the heart of each person, from the one great family which
ishumanity: itis the cry for peace!

MAY “PEACE BREAK OUT!”

Itisacry whichdeclares with force: we wanta peaceful world, we want to be men and women
of peace, and we wantin our society, torn apart by divisions and conflict, that peace break out! War
neveragain! Neveragain war!

“APRECIOUS GIFT”

Peaceisaprecious gift, whichmustbe promoted and
protected.

STRONG APPEAL

Iappeal strongly for peace, an appeal which arises
from deep within me. How much suffering, how much
devastation, how much pain has the use of arms carried in
its wake in that martyred country [Syria], especially
among civilians and the unarmed! I think of many children
will notsee the light of the future! With utmost firmness I
condemn the use of chemical weapons.

“OVERCOME BLIND CONFLICT”

With all my strength, I ask each party in this conflict to listen to the voice of their own
conscience, not to close themselves in solely to their own interests, butrather to look ateach other
as brothers and decisively and courageously to follow the path of encounter and negotiation, and
soovercome blind conflict.

“CLEAR PROPOSALS FOR PEACE”

With similar vigor [exhort the international community to make every effort to promote clear
proposals for peace in that country without further delay, a peace based on dialogue and negotiation,
for the good of the entire Syrian people.

HOW TO BUILD PEACE

What can we do to make peace in the world? As Pope John said, it pertains to each individual
toestablish new relationships inhuman society under the mastery and guidance of justice and love
(cf. John XXIII, Pacem in terris... ).

“LED BY THE DESIRE FOR PEACE”

May the plea for peace rise up and touch the heart of everyone so that they may lay down their
weapons and let themselves be led by the desire for peace.

TURNTOMARY

Let us ask Mary to help us respond to violence, to conflict and to war, with the power of
dialogue, reconciliation and love. She is our mother: may she help us to find peace; all of us are her
children! Help us, Mary, to overcome this mostdifficultmoment and to dedicate ourselves each day
tobuilding inevery situation an authentic culture of encounter and peace. Mary, Queen of Peace,
pray forus!

(Source: Angelus,9/1/2013)
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