GRANDPARENTS: ATREASURE

Pope Benedict XV,
Shepherd of Truth

Notable quotations from Pope Benedict XVI and official teachings
of the Roman Catholic Church

WITNESSESFORLIFE

...Pray for grandparents, who, inthefamily, arethe depositoriesand often witnesses of
thefundamental valuesof life.

“EVENMOREIMPORTANT"

Theeducational task of grandparentsisalwaysvery important, andit becomesevenmore
sowhen, for variousreasons, theparentsareunableto providetheir childrenwith an adequate
presencewhilethey aregrowingup.

“AGREAT TREASURE”

The Church hasalwayspaid special at-
tentiontograndparents, recognizingthemasa
great treasurefromboththehumanandsocial,
aswell asreligiousand spiritual viewpoints.

“IMPORTANT ROLFE”

Inthepast, grandparentshad animpor-
tantroleinthelifeand growth of thefamily.
Evenwiththeir advancing agethey continued
tobepresent withtheir children, their grand-
children, andeventheir great-grandchildren,
givingalivingwitnessof caring, sacrificeand
adaily gift of themselveswithout reserve.

THETHREAT OFTHE CULTURE OFDEATH

Unfortunately, it seemsthat the* cultureof death” isadvancingonmany frontsandisalso
threatening the season of old-age. With growing insistence, people are even proposing
euthanasiaasasol utionfor resolving certaindifficult situations.

“THELIGHTOFTHETRUTH”

Old age, with its problemsthat are al so linked to the new family and social contexts
because of modern devel opment, should beeval uated carefully and alwaysinthelight of the
truth about man, thefamily, and thecommunity. Itisalwaysnecessary toreact strongly towhat
dehumanizessociety.

“JOIN FORCES’

Itisnecessary tojoinforcestodefeat together all formsof marginalization, foritisnotonly
they — grandfathers, grandmothers, senior citizens— whoarebeinginjured by theindividu-
alisticmindset, but everyone. If grandparents, asisoften said and on many sides, areaprecious
resource, it isnecessary to put into practice coherent choicesthat allow them to be better
valued.

“NOURISH FAITHAND HOPE”
May theVirginMary ... helpthem [grandparents] a waysto nourishtheir faith and hope
at the sources of the Word of God.
(Sources: Angelus, 7/26/09; Addressto Pontifical Council for the Family, 4/5/08)

Toobtainthismonthly bulletininsert for your parish, or tolearn about other publications
andtapes, pleasewrite, call, or email:
Presentation Ministries
3230McHenry, Cincinnati, Ohio
(513) 662-JESU (5378)
WWW.presentationministries.com.
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