GOD'S LOVE

Pope Benedict XV,
Shegpherd of Truth

Notable quotations from Pope Benedict XVI and official teachings
of the Roman Catholic Church

“THEHEART OFTHECHRISTIANFAITH”

“Godislove, and hewhoabidesinloveabidesin God, and God abidesinhim” (1Jn4:16).
Thesewords... expresswithremarkabl eclarity theheart of theChristianfaith: theChristianimage
of God andtheresultingimageof mankindanditsdestiny. (1)

“THECHRISTIANLIFE”"

Inthesameverse, &t. Johna sooffersakind of summary of theChrigtianlife: “Wehavecome
toknow andtobelieveintheloveGodhasfor us’. (1)

BELIEVEINJESUS

BeingChrigtianisnottheresultof anethical
choiceor alofty idea, but theencounter withan
event, aperson, whichgiveslifeanew horizon
andadecisivedirection. St. John’ sGospel de-
scribesthat event ...:“ God so loved theworld
that HegaveHisonly Son, that whoever believes
inHimshould... haveeternal life.” (3:16) (1)

APATHLEADINGTOGOD

Loveof neighborisapaththat |eadstothe
encounter withGodand ... closing our eyesto
our neighbor alsoblindsusto God. (16)

GODWANTSTOWINYOURHEART

GodhasmadeHimself visible: in Jesusweareableto seetheFather (cf. Jn14: 9), ... God
isvisibleinanumber of ways. Inthelove-story recounted by the Bible, Hecomestoward us, He
seekstowinour hearts... (17)

ENCOUNTERSWITHTHELORD

TheLord...encountersus...inthemenandwomenwhoreflect Hispresence, inHisword,
inthesacraments, andespecially intheEucharist. (17)

“EXPERIENCETHELOVEOF GOD”

IntheChurch’ sLiturgy,inher prayer,inthelivingcommunity of believers, weexperiencethe
loveof God, weperce veHispresenceandwethuslearntorecognizethat presenceinour daily lives.
(17)

“ASINGLECOMMANDMENT”

Loveof Godandloveof neighbor are...inseparabl e, they formasinglecommandment... Both
livefromthel oveof GodWhohaslovedusfirg... Lovegrowsthroughlove. Loveis* divineg” because
it comesfrom God and unitesusto God; through thisunifying processit makesusa“we” which
transcendsour divisionsand makesusone, until intheend Godis“all inall” (1 Cor 15:28). (18)

(Source: Encyclical DeusCaritasEst, issued 12/25/05)
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